
Captain Micheal A.D. Short



Communication
• Keep lines of communication open and make sure you come 

from a place of love and compassion – even when you’re having 
tough conversations.

• Balance any consequences with positive encouragement.

• Teachable moments come up all the time use these as natural 
opportunities to discuss substance use.



The “Drug Talk”
• Keep it age appropriate

• Be clear about rules & reasons

• Be upfront on consequences & consistent with punishment

• Don’t focus on punishment/getting in trouble, focus on risks including 
affecting appearance, disease, injury, death.

• Substance abuse habits are expensive $$$$$ (Drugs, Alcohol, Smoking)

• Really go into addiction & how hard it is to quit a habit after starting it.

• Impact on the future- college, jobs, legal troubles, relationships, family

• MOST IMPORTANT- Not a one-time conversation, check in frequently due 
to changes at each age/grade level.



Prevention Tips
• #1 BE A GOOD ROLE MODEL

• Be present in their lives, monitor internet, & social media.

• Set rules with appropriate punishments that teach.

• Give daily tasks that must get done.

• Keep kids involved! Sports, music, clubs, youth organizations…etc.

• Keep kids busy!

• Teach kids to be nice/kind to everyone but be picky on their inner 
circle.

• Talk to them about possible scenarios that will come up through out 
their youth & prepare them on how to respond.



Common Signs of Drug Use



Data
• 1 - 8  T E E N A G E R S  U S E D  A N  I L L I C I T  S U B S TA N C E  L A S T  Y E A R

• 6 1 %  I N C R E A S E  I N  D R U G  U S E  A M O N G  8 T H G R A D E R S  F R O M  2 0 1 6 - 2 0 2 0

• 2 . 0 8  M I L L I O N  O R  8 . 3 3 %  O F  1 2 - T O  1 7 - Y E A R - O L D S  N AT I O N W I D E  R E P O R T  U S I N G  
D R U G S  I N  T H E  L A S T  M O N T H .

• A M O N G  T H E M ,  8 3 . 8 8 %  R E P O R T  U S I N G  M A R I J U A N A  I N  T H E  L A S T  M O N T H .

• 5 9 1 , 0 0 0  T E E N A G E R S  A G E D  1 2 - T O  1 7 - Y E A R S - O L D  U S E D  A N  I L L I C I T  D R U G  
O T H E R  T H A N  M A R I J U A N A  I N  T H E  L A S T  M O N T H .

• 8 . 7 %  O F  8 T H  G R A D E R S  H AV E  U S E D  I L L I C I T  D R U G S  I N  T H E  L A S T  M O N T H .
• 2 1 . 3 %  O F  8 T H  G R A D E R S  H AV E  T R I E D  I L L I C I T  D R U G S  AT  L E A S T  O N C E .

• B Y  T H E  T I M E  T H E Y ’ R E  I N  1 2 T H  G R A D E ,  4 6 . 6 %  O F  T E E N S  H AV E  T R I E D  I L L I C I T  
D R U G S .

• 1 1 . 8 9  M I L L I O N  1 8 - T O  25 - Y E A R - O L D S  U S E D  D R U G S  I N  T H E  L A S T  M O N T H .

• 4 , 7 7 7  A M E R I C A N S  A G E D  1 5  T O  2 4  Y E A R S  O L D  D I E D  O F  A N  O V E R D O S E  O F  
I L L I C I T  D R U G S  I N  O N E  Y E A R .

• 1 1 . 2 %  O F  O V E R D O S E  D E AT H S  A R E  A G E D  1 5  T O  2 4  Y E A R S .



Overdose Death



Keep Drugs Away!
• LO CK  UP PR E SCR IPTION ME DICATIO N

• DO  NOT  K E E P IL L ICIT  DR UG S L AYING  A R O UND



Youth Overdose Death

“Though life may be brief, it is the memories that last forever”



Law Enforcement Help



Thank You!
• My contact info:

• Email- 
Micheal.short@chillicotheoh.gov

• Phone #- 740-773-1191 ext. 134
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